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SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS

November 19, 2012

President Barack Obama
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500-0003

Dear President Obama:

We write to request full funding to immediately complete all previously authorized New Jersey Army
Corps of Engineers’ beach replenishment and flood control projects. As you are well aware Hurricane Sandy had
an unprecedented devastating impact on the New Jersey coast. Our coastline sustained billions in damages that
will take, in some cases, years to rebuild.

After assessing the damages it appears that areas lucky enough to be protected by completed Army Corps
flood control and beach replenishment projects fared significantly better than those areas still waiting for funding
to complete their beach and flood control projects. This storm clearly illustrates that we need to finish these
beach and flood control projects as soon as possible. These projects prevented untold economic damages, and
certainly saved the tax payer money in post storm recovery. In fact, the Army Corps estimates that for every
dollar spent on beach replenishment projects there is a seven dollar savings on post storm recovery costs.

New Jersey has over 127 miles of coastline, which is the leading engine behind a multi-billion dollar
coastal tourism industry. Tourism is New Jersey’s second largest industry, and provides jobs for many of the 35
million people living within 100 miles of our beaches. There is no doubt that it will take years for our tourism
industry to return to its pre-Sandy levels. While the industry is in the process of recovery, we need to do our part
to ensure future disasters will not deal nearly as damaging a blow by completing our beach and flood control
projects.

We all agree that it is necessary to immediately prioritize investments in beach replenishment and flood
control projects to ensure the future safety and economic well being of our residents. With the appropriate
budgetary decisions we can ensure that another Super-Storm to strike New Jersey won’t deliver near the
devastation that Sandy has. We thank you for your time and look forward to your response.
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Sincerely, : Sincerely,

bio Sires Bill Pascrell Jr.
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Rush Holt

Member of Congress



